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Module type: ECTS points: Workload: Semester of study: Duration of the module: 

Compulsory 
Elective 

16 480 1st or 3rd one semester 

Courses: Contact 
hours: 

Independent 
study: 

Planned group 
size: 

 
Course 1: International Trade (4 
semester hours per week) 

   
60h 

 
180h 

  
20 

Course 2: Exercise in International Trade (2 
semester hours per week) 

 
30h 90h 

 
20 

Course 3: Topics in International Trade (2 
semester hours per week) 

 
30h 90h 

 
20 

Learning objectives and competences: 

After completing the course, students are able to 
 

- apply their knowledge of microeconomics and macroeconomics to specific questions of 
the real international trade theory; 

- explain current results of research in the field of international trade theory and 
distinguish between them; 

- analyse and assess, in a qualified manner, current economic issues with an external and 
global economic background and reflect on them critically; 

- reproduce the contents of relevant articles from original scientific literature, reflect on 
them critically and present them in class. 

Course 2 aims to deepen the topics covered in course 1 by means of students applying their 
knowledge on specific tasks independently and within a discussion. 

Key competences: 

- scientific work 
- independent work 
- critical thinking 
- analytical skills 
- willingness to learn and perform 
- oral and written communication skills 



Course content: 

Course 1: International Trade 

The lecture covers recent developments in the field of real international trade theory and introduces the 
students to current research in this area. The following aspects are discussed in this lecture, in particular: 

1. the determinants and welfare effects of foreign trade in an environment with 
heterogeneous companies 

2. international trade, factor mobility and agglomeration 
3. Market entry strategies: Exports vs. foreign direct investment (FDI) 
4. Greenfield FDI versus cross-border mergers & acquisitions 
5. International value chains and the organisation of multinational companies 6. Offshoring 
7. Effects of international trade on national and regional labour markets 
Course 2: Exercise in International Trade 

In the tutorial accompanying the lectures, the topics are to be deepened based on exercise 
tasks and independent empirical research. 

Course 3: Topics in International Trade 

In this seminar course, students look independently into the relevant topics from the original scholarly 
literature and present them. 

Language: 

Language of the course is English. 

Teaching forms: 

Lectures, group event, independent study, study of literature. 

Applicability of the module: 

MSc Business Administration (BWL), MSc VWL, MSc Economics 

Requirements for participation: 

Admission to the Master’s study programmes in Business Administration, VWL or Economics. A good 
knowledge of English is required for participation. 

Forms of examination: 



The final module examination takes place at the end of the winter semester in the form of a written test 
(120 minutes). 

Requirements for the award of ECTS points: 

Passing the final module examination. A final module examination is successfully passed if the grade 
is at least “sufficient” (4.0). 

Frequency: 

The module takes place usually every academic year in the winter semester. 

Significance of the grade for the final grade: 

This module is graded and taken into account when calculating the overall grade of your Master’s 
degree. For more detailed information on the calculation of the overall grade, please refer to the 
applicable examination regulations of your respective study programme. 

Module supervisors and full-time lecturers: 

Prof Dr Jens Südekum and research assistants. 

Other information: 

A project work may be written in this compulsory elective module (MQ04, MQ05, MQV01). 
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