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Module type: ECTS: Workload: Semester: Duration: 

Compulsory 
elective 

30 900h 4th One Semester 

Courses: Contact 
hours: 

Inde-pen-
dent 

study: 

Planned  
group 
size 

 Master Thesis (0 SWS) 
 
 Master Thesis Colloquium (2 SWS)  

10 h 
 

30 h 

770 h 
 

90 h 
individual 

Learning objectives and competences: 
The purpose of the final module is to demonstrate that students are able to independently work 
on a clearly defined problem in their field of study within a given period of time, applying scien-
tific methods, and to present the results appropriately. 
 
Upon successful completion of the module, students are able to: 

- identify, define, and structure a scientific research question within their field, 
- analyze and address the problem using subject-specific knowledge and scien-

tific methods, 
- present their results appropriately and within a specified timeframe in accord-

ance with academic standards. 

Key competences: 

- Scientific work 
- Ability to work independently 
- Critical thinking 
- Analytical skills 
- Ability to transfer knowledge 
- Oral and written communication skills 

Inhalte: 

The module consists of the written Master thesis and an accompanying colloquium with an oral 
examination. 
 
The topic of the Master thesis must be taken from one of the research fields represented at the 
Faculty of Business Administration and Economics. Students may propose their own topics. 
Language: 

The Master’s thesis and the colloquium are generally conducted in English. In agreement with the 
supervisor, the thesis may also be written in German. 
Teaching Forms: 

Independent study, colloquium. 



Applicability of the module: 

M.Sc. Economics. 

Requirements for participation: 

None. It is recommended to complete the module in the final semesters of the study program. 

Forms of examination: 

The standard period for completing the Master thesis is six months. For mathematical or empiri-
cal theses, an extension of up to two weeks may be granted upon application to the examination 
board in consultation with the supervisor. 
 
The colloquium takes place alongside the thesis and concludes with an oral examination con-
ducted by the first and second supervisors. The specific format of the colloquium is determined 
by the primary supervisor. 
Requirements for the award of ECTS points: 

The module is successfully completed if both the Master’s thesis and the colloquium are passed, 
i.e. graded at least “sufficient” (4.0). If one part is graded “failed,” the entire module is considered 
failed. 

Frequency: 

Offered every semester. 

Significance of the grade for the final grade: 

This module is graded and taken into account when calculating the overall grade of your Mas-
ter’s degree. For more detailed information on the calculation of the overall grade, please re-
fer to the applicable examination regulations of your respective study program. 

Module supervisors and full-time lecturers: 

Master theses may be supervised by professors, associate professors, honorary professors, pri-
vate lecturers, senior lecturers, junior professors, and lecturers. Former professors may be ap-
pointed as examiners for up to two years after leaving the university. 
Other information 

Registration for the module takes place in consultation with the primary supervisor via the exami-
nation board. The topic of the Master thesis may be returned once within two weeks after assign-
ment without giving reasons. In this case, the thesis is considered not to have been started. 
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